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Fate of Waste Plastic
Plastics that are not recycled end up in landfills, rivers, or oceans.
Landfill 
Photographed by Chrissy Carpenter; worldpress.com
Pacific garbage patch:
Animals get trapped in 
plastic rings or mistake 
small bits of plastic for food
Illinois State PE and related Products Other Rigid Plastic Products
Plastic generation 433,250  tons/yr 591,910  tons/yr
Plastic oil production 
potential
70.1 million gallons/yr
(1.67 million barrels/yr)
95.9 million gallons/yr
(2.28 million barrels/yr)
% of Illinois Crude Oil 
Production (9,000,000 
barrels/yr in 2008)
19% 25%
Economic value $133.7 million $182.6 million 
Total Estimated Economic Value =  $316 Million/yr
(Conversion assumptions: lb oil from lb plastic = 0.5; Density of oil = 0.74; 1 gallon = 6.17 lb; Crude oil price = $80/bbl)
How much crude oil can waste plastic produce in IL?
What can Illinois do with its waste plastics?
(USEPA)
The best options are Reduce, 
Reuse, and Recycle, but what 
about hard-to- or non-recyclable 
plastics?
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